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How the Iranian Diaspora Collective Is Fighting to Amplify
Voices on the Ground

BY EMMA SPECTER
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“The protests i Iran chat were sparked by the dearh of Mahsa Amini earlier this year are sl
ongoing, but the inicial interest from Western media has quicted somewhat in recent monchs,
leaving protesting Iranians—and many across the Iranian diaspora who hope to amplify the
protestors’ message—at a loss for how to express t0 the world the severity of cheir suffring.
Just this week, che Islamic 3-year-old protestor Mok

These are helped form the Janian Disspora Collecsive (IDO), &
i d

h d informati good for K

. li-fich group
about wha’ dy going on in Iran. The thich was formed by Mandy
Ansari, Farnaz Dadashi. Moj Mahdara, Nicolesce Mason and Roya Rastegar —encourages irs
followers o diversify their media diets and take note of ions like the UN vor
o remove the Islamic Republic from the Commission on the Stavus of Women, which is
scheduled for December 14,

Recenly, Vigue spoke (© o foundi e IDC—Maldara and M: b
heir organization's mision, how it fecs for them to watch whats going on in Tran from the
US, and the urgent need for more Western media to pay artention to Tranian dissent and
stife. Read the full incerview below.

Vague: First off, how does it feel to watch the news coming out of Iran while you're far
away?

Moj Mahdara: Tm homesick and deeply sad. Grief is probably the best word to describe it
but my IDC cofounders have been so incredibly helpful; the camaraderic and banter beween

us is fancastic.

Do you
going on in Iran right now?
Nicolette Mason: I think as much a thisis a tactcal war between the slamic Republic and
Iranians on the ground in Iran, i s even more so an informarion war. The Islamic Republic
has aken greac lengehs o limi ication tools and access ication for
people in Tran, and thac applics, of course, to the journalisi practices of a huge portion of
the people who hase been detained. Tn the las three months since this uprising sarted
happening, Instagram and Tivitter were shut down under the Islamic Republic Its very hard
0 access the inernce unless youre using a loophole like Starlink or a VPN service, which aze
not legal in Iran. The way mast people ae able to access the internet i through VEN tools
tight now, 5o one of the things that have been really impaorant for people in the diaspora i
0 be the voice of the people i Iran and kind of act s a megaphone. One of the ways that
we have done that is by following itizen journalists and people who are really on the ground
there. There is an d isk for i
Tran, and because of that, T chink it even more important for us to acrually liscen to what is

being sid and 1o amplify and share and broaden the reach of their messages.
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Mahdara: Well, T think that the elephant in the room is the bias and the trauma of dealing
ith, like, 43 years of a country waging war aginst the West and specifically America, The e
vith, ke 43 yeas ofa couney waging war a5 d specfically America Soo Every Look o fho 2023
Iying on the d the lack the Gscars Red Carpet Lost Night

Iranian government s
West o continue to push thei propaganda, and the longer they'e allowed to push their

propaganda, the longer the Iranian people arc living in a hostage stac, right? Tha's why its cetesmiy svie

crucial that our living document has had over 45,000 people view i; chere’s such a thirst for The 24 Best Dressed Stars af the
an acrual Iranian American or lranian Western groups to come forward to essentialy be like, 2023 Oscars

“We're Americans, and some of us are Europeans, but we're all also echnically Iranian” BY CHRISTIAN ALLAIRE

[

Republic has been counting on o keep Tran isolated so thar they can conduct their crimes i::fg"a‘nmﬁ;":;:ﬂuw
against humanity; so that they can conduct their crimes against women, so they can continue. Rituals, and Staying True fo Herself
© ? based sexual crimes and illions of people. Right now, if B LEAn FavE CoORER
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you said, “You guys can go anywhere you want,” | guarantee that probably G0 or 70% of the
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population would just run over the border to get out of there because they'e living in a failed

Ts there anything you'd like to see change in Western reporting on Tran?

Mahdara: for op-eds and get
in tradicional media to invite Iranians in the diaspora to be at large and to contribute their
voices. There has never been a moment where cicizen journalism and citizen amplification
and social media has been used more to move humanity forward, and you guys are now.
secing the brilliance of who the Iranian people are. They're artists, creatives, chefs, dancers,
singers. They'e all these things that no one here —including us—even knew because they
have been scaled behind a communication wall. There's a trend going on globally here, if you
ook at whats going on in China or Russia. People are stepping forward and are willing to

in order to have an al life o what is made i dictatorial

Societies.

impacted your lives as members of the
Mahdaraz Well if you look at our social media feeds, they've gone from us sharing our lives
s emreprencars and influencers and investors to..1 mean, if you looked at our fecds right
because we're not news coverage of

chis human-rights crisis. | mean, the 90,000 people taken in the pas hrec months—where
are they? Who are they? What' their status? What' their medical condicion? Can we send in
human-rights attorneys or humanitarian aid? What do you do when these people are literally

living under the most horrid and awful condirions?

Mason: 1 do think there’s also this immense sense of duty and responsibilicy for those of us
who live in the West. Tve never been o Tran; my family were refugees who lef during the
revalution, and because were religious minriies under the Tslamic Republic,ics never been
safe for my family to rerurn. Tve never been able to go there. As all this sarted, there was this
fecling of longing and ycarning for a homeland I've never been to, and I think it very.
common for displaced people to have this cxpericnce of being without a home and without a
homeland. I¢s never even been in the realm of posibiliy that I could reconnect with Iran o
have 2 connection with Iran o go there and be in the ciry where my mom grew up.  have
gencrarions upon gencrations of fmilial history there, and for the first e, with this
movement, it fecls like, actually, his might be a posibility

Tehink chat hope and bit of optimism is very much coming from the youth of Iran, queer
people in Iran, ethic minorities in Irans chis is a very intersectional movement. Itis a

X butits also a edhic d religious minoritics
and sexual minorities, and out of this, there has been this curning point of, okay, the people
there want change, they're going to great lengths to create content to disseminate o the
world —at such tisk and cost i y need and what
they want. It really called us all n to pivo our ives to quice an excreme extent in order to
support that ffort, and do ic willingly and happily: because we know how important i is.
chink we all have this really intimate understanding that a fiee Iran is not just good for
Iranians,i¢s good for che whole world. There's such enormous talen and resources and
brilliant minds and arc and culture that have been taken hostage for 43 years, and to be able
to have people in Tran be the victors of their own frecdom and liberation is truly a gift not

just o the region, not just to the Middle East, but to everyone.




